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West Fargo Planning and Zoning Commission 
January 12, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. 
West Fargo City Hall  
   
Members Present: Terry Potter 

Harriet Smedshammer 
Wayne Nelson 
Frank Lenzmeier 
Tom McDougall 
Jason Gustofson 
 

Members Absent:  Kim Keller 
 

Others Present: Larry Weil, Lisa Sankey, Steven Zimmer, Mike Thorstad, Benny Polacca   
     
The meeting was called to order by Chair Lenzmeier. 
 
Commissioner Potter made a motion to approve the December 8, 2008 meeting minutes as printed and mailed.  Commissioner 
Smedshammer seconded the motion.  No opposition.  Motion carried. 
 
The first item on the agenda was Planning and Zoning Commission Rules of Conduct.  Larry indicated that the rules of conduct 
should be reviewed annually.  Asked the commission to look them over and to comment about any suggested changes -- 
basically it’s just a refresher.  He then referred to Page 7, under Form and Procedure:  “The motion shall specify the proposed 
action, any attached conditions, and the findings of fact which caused the proposed action”.  Larry discussed some recent 
litigation in which the City Commission overturned a decision by the Planning and Zoning. 
 
The next item on the agenda was Election of Chair and Vice Chair. 
 
Commissioner McDougall made a motion to nominate the existing Chair, Frank Lenzmeier and Vice Chair Wayne Nelson.  
Commissioner Gustofson seconded the motion.  No opposition.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner McDougall made a motion to cast a unanimous vote for Chair Lenzmeier and Vice Chair Nelson.  
Commissioner Gustofson seconded the motion.  No opposition.  Motion carried. 
 
The next item on the agenda was Zoning Ordinance Considerations.  Larry stated that over the past year or so, there have been 
several items brought to the Planning and Zoning Commission’s attention and staff was directed to put some on the docket as 
possible ordinance amendments. 
 
- Provide for increase in height limitations for signs in Public Facilities District provided there is increased setbacks and 

adequate distance from residential properties. 
 
Larry stated that the Park District was granted a variance on some signage with the understanding the Planning Department 
reviews the signage requirements in the P Zoning District. 
 
- Consider decreasing the amount of fence area required to be open in front yards of residential areas. 
 
Larry indicated that there have been a couple of violations to the fencing ordinance with picket-style fencing in front yards.  
Solid fences are limited to 2 ½ feet in the front yard or 4 feet provided that 75% of it is open (chain link or split rail).   
 
- Provide for open “display” areas as distinguished from storage areas within the “CO-I” District or Interstate Corridor 

Overlay District. 
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This item was brought up during review of Christianson’s 1st Addition in which the developer would like to have vehicle 
display areas for RVs along the I-94 corridor. 
 
- Provide for reduction in minimal fence height for swimming pools from 6 to 5 feet. 
 
Under the building and health codes, the requirement is 5’ feet.  Fargo also has 5’.  Being that the Health & Building 
Departments will be enforcing the ordinance, staff feels there should be consistency.  Steven indicated that the intent is to keep 
very small children from accessing pool area. 
 
- Within district regulations clarify districts which provide for social service uses such as homeless shelters, shelters for 

victims of domestic abuse, and facilities to feed the homeless and indigent. 
 
- Within the City sidewalk and driveway ordinance, increase minimum distance for local street driveway accesses from 100-

120’ to 150-200’ when the local street is approaching an arterial street.  Also, provide for when traffic studies should be 
required. 

 
Discussion was held regarding new development, as well as corner lots in existing developments. 
 
- Provide for the parking of small, non-commercial trailers on residential properties under certain guidelines. 
 
Larry indicated there needs to be some clarification.  Currently snowmobile trailers and ones to haul lawn mowers, etc., aren’t 
allowed under our ordinances.   
 
- Clarify language pertaining to churches, religious institutions or places of worship. 
 
Larry stated that the current language indicates churches and should be updated to include other places of worship. 
 
- Within district regulations provide for districts in which residential wind turbines and small commercial wind turbines are 

allowed and under what conditions.  Also, provide for districts in which large commercial wind towers/generators are 
allowed and under what conditions. 

 
Larry indicated that there have been some inquiries regarding residential usage, which isn’t addressed in our ordinances.   
 
- Provide for administrative review guidelines for temporary uses. 
 
Larry indicated these would be for uses such as fireworks, which only operate for 10 days and would address issues such as 
distance from residential areas, as well as access.  He stated that staff hopes to provide some information at the next meeting 
regarding draft language for commission review, with a public hearing tentatively scheduled for March and final approval in 
April. 
 
City Commissioner Mike Thorstad asked if alleys had been clarified, referring to the issues brought up during the Dakota 
Territories 11th Addition platting.  Larry stated that the City Attorney had interpreted the ordinance one way and it needs to be 
clarified.  
 
The next item on the agenda was Annexation for Part of W½ Section 6, T138N, R49W (Stanley Township), Cass County, ND. 
 
Larry stated that this item was informational.  This is a 296 acre parcel, which was previously in the Fargo Extraterritorial area 
until mediation between Fargo and Horace.  Horace has no interest in it.  There will be a public hearing in about 3 weeks.  He 
stated that currently City Plans don’t address this area, so if annexed the Land Use Plan needs to be amended to be consistent 
with the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Chair Lenzmeier asked why West Fargo instead of Horace.  Larry stated that the developer contacted Horace, but because of 
the distance, Horace is unable to service the area.  He indicated the developer was Kevin Christianson. 
 
The next item on the agenda was the Legislative Session Update. 
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Larry stated that the Legislative Session has just started and there may be a number of bills with Planning and Zoning 
implications.  He referred to the extraterritorial zoning legislation that the advisory committee has been reviewing since the last 
session. 
 
There were no other agenda items. 
 
Commissioner McDougall made a motion to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned. 


